
Fieldw ork Level II and Occupational Therapy 
Students: A Position Paper 

The purpose of this paper is to define the Level II fieldwork experience and to darify t~ appropriate con­
ditions and principles that must exist to ensure that interventions completed by Level II fieldwork stu­
dents are o! the quality and sophistication necessary to be clinically beneficial to the client. When 
appropriately supervised, adhering to professional and practice principles, and in conjunction with other 
regulatory and payer requirements, the American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) considers 
that students at this level of education are providing occupational therapy interventions that are skilled 
according to their professional education level of practice. 

AOTA asserts that Level II occupational therapy fieldwork students may provide occupational therapy 
services under the supervision of a qualified occupational therapist in compliance with state and federal 
regulations. Occupational therapy assistant fieldwork students may provide occupational therapy serv­
ices under the supervision of a qualified occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant wlder 
the supervision o! an occupational therapist in compliance with state and federal regulations. 

Occupational therapy Level II fieldwork students are those individuals who are currently enrolled in an 
occupational therapy or occupational therapy assistant program accredited, approved, or pending accred• 
itation by the Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE"'; 2012). At this point 
in thPir pmfP.ssmru,1 P<iucation, st11nPnls havP mmplP.ted nP.CeS.sary and wJevant didactic coursework that 
has prepared them for the field experience. 

The fieldwork Level II experience is an integral and crucial part of the overall educational experience that 
allows the student an opportunity to apply theory and techniques acquired through the classroom and 
Level l fieldwork learning. Level JI fieldwork provides an in-depth experience in delivering occupational 
therapy services to clients, focusing on the application of evidence-based purposeful and meaningful 
occupations, administration, and management of occupational therapy services. The experience pto\ides 
the student "ith the opportunity to carry out professional responsibilities under supervision and to observe 
professional role models in the field {ACOTE, 2012). 

The academic program and the supervising occupational therapy practitioner' are responsible for ensttt­
ing that the type and amount of supervision meet the needs of the student and ensure the safety of all 
stakeholders. The following General Principles represent the minimum criteria that must be present dur· 
ing a Level II fieldwork experience to ensure the quality of se1"<ices be.ing provided by the Level II student 
practitioner: 

a. TI,e ~iudent is supervised by a currently licensed or credentialed occupational therapy p ractitioner 
who has a minimum of 1 year of practice experience subsequent to initial certification and is adequately 
prepared to serve as a fieldwork educator. 

1\'\'hen Lhe tel":l'n occupaticl!al lhempy pmclili.on.r.r .i$ u.S¢d in thi$ dcx"-tllent, it n.-fcr., to both o«u.p.ition.:tl thcrapisb and occupational 
ther3.py "6.isbnts (AOTA, 2006). 
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b. Occupational therapy students will be supervised by an occupational therapist. Occupational therapy 
assistant students will be supervised vy an occupati()ilal therapist or an occupational therapy assistant 
in partnership with the occupational therapist who is supemsing the occupational therapy assistant 
(ACYfA, 2009). 

c. Occupational therapy services provided by students under the supervision of a qualified practitioner 
will be billed as services provided by the supervising licensed occupational therapy practitioner. 

d. Supervision of occupational therapy and occupational therapy assistant students in fieldwork Level II 
settings will be of the quality and scope to ensure protection of consumers and provide opportunities 
for appropriate role modeling of occupational therapy practice. 

e. The supervising occupational therapist and/ or occupational therapy assistant must recognize when 
direct versus indirect supervision is needed and ensure that supervision supports the student's current 
and developing levels of competence with the occupational therapy process. 

f. Supervision should lnitW!y be direct and in line of sight and gradually decrease to less direct supervi­
sion as is appropriate depending on the 

• Competence and confidence of the student, 

• Complexity of dient needs, 

• NUJI1.l>P..r and diversity of clients, 

• Role of occupational therapy and related ~rices, 

• Type of practice setting, 

• Requirements of the practice setting, and 

• Other regulatory requirements (ACOTE, 2012). 

g. In all cases, the occupational therapist assumes ultimate responsibility for all aspects of o«upalional 
therapy service delivery and is accountable for the safety and effectiveness of the occupational therapy 
semce d!!livay process invoiv:ing the student rnis also includes provision of services provided by an 
occupational therapy assistant student under the supervision of an occupational therapy assistant 
(ACYfA, 2009). 

h . In settings where occupational therapy practitioners are not employed, 

1. Students should be supervised daily on site by another professional iamiliar with the role of occupa­
tional therapy in collaboration with an occupational therapy practitioner (see b above). 

2. Occupational therapy practitioneIS must provide direct supervision for a minimum of 8 hours per 
w<>ek ahd be available through a variety of other contact measures throughout the workday. The 
occupational therapist or occupational therapy assistant ( under the supervision of an o«upational 
therapist) must have 3 years of practice expi!rience to provide this type of supervision (ACOTE, 
2012). 

i. All state liceiisure policies and regulations regarding student supervision will be followed, including 
the ability of the occupational therapy assistant to serve as fieldwork educator. 

j. Student supervision and reimbursement policies and regulatioll.5 set forth by third-party payeis will oe 
followed. 

It is the professional and ethical responsibility of occupational therapy practitioners to be knowledgeable 
of and adhere to applicable state and federal laws and payer rules and regulations related to fieldwork 
education. 

S76 N,,,,mb,,,/Jk«mh,r 2012, 1/olum, 66; N,m,.b,r 6(Suppkmn,t) 

_._.,from htlp•/Jajolada c,g on (17115/2021 Tecma cf use: hllp:/TAOTA.org/lanns 

https://hllp:/TAOTA.org/lanns


References 

A=edltalion Council for Occupational Therapy Education. (2012). 2011 Aocredilalion Council for Oc­

cupational Therapy Ed.ucation (ACO'I'E"') standards. American /1111mal of Occupalional Therapy, 66(Suppl.), 
S4-S74.http://dx.doi.org/l0.50l4/ajot201266.S4 

American OccupationaI Therapy Association. (2006). Policy 1.44: Categories of occupational therapy per­
sonnel. In Polq manual (2011 ed., pp. 33-34). Belhesda, MD: Author. 

American Occupational Therapy Associatioo. (2009). Gt.tidelines for supervision. roles, and responsi!Jili­
ties during the delivery of occupational therapy services. American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 63, 
79'7~. http://dx.doi.org/10.S0J4/ajot.63.6.79'7 

Authozs 

Debbie Amini, &ID, OTR/L,, CHI', Owirperson, O,,nmission on Pmctict 
Jyothi Gupta, PhD, OTRII.. OT, Chairpersoo, Commission on EdUCJticn 
for 

The Com.mission on Practice 
Deboie Amini, EdD, OTRII., CHI', Oiairperson 

and 

1he Commission on Education 
Jyothi Gupta, PhD, OTR/L, OT, Oiairperscn 

A@pted by 1k Represn,tJuir,e Assembly Coordinating Council (RACC) for thL hprrstntlltiue Assembly, 2012 in 
~ to RA O'llf8t # 2011AprC26. 

Note. This docw:nent is based on a 2010 Practice Ad~isoty, *Semi:es Provided by Students in f-ieldwotk 
Level n Settings.• Prepared by a Colilllli$ion on Practice and Commission on Education Joint Task Force: 
Debbie Amini, EdD, OTR/L, CHT, C/NDT 
Janet V. Delany, DEd, OTR/L, FAOTA 
Debra J. Hanson. PhD, OTR 
SusanM Higgins, MA, OTR/L 
Jeanette M Justice, COTA/L 
Linda Orr, MP A, OlR/L 

C.opytight O 2012 by the American Qxupatioo.al Therapy Associatioo. 

1/J,Anoma:.]wm,,J,fO<atpcc· rfThnriJ>7 

• ._ - ~ .. f" -Ol!I on 07115121121 Toma.,._ hlp://1\0TA.o.i,llouw 

https://Qxupatioo.al
http://dx.doi.org/10.S0J4/ajot.63.6.79'7
https://S4-S74.http://dx.doi.org/l0.50l4/ajot201266.S4




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		20210726_materials_6_1.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 3



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



